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EXPLAINED

*Read till the end and get 
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Let’s imagine that you have already made your choice and decided to get 
an animated explainer video from our Animation Studio. That’s the part 
where lots of questions start to come up. And that’s more than fine, as 
you do not have to know everything — that’s our job.

How your video will be created at our studio step-by-step?

What specialists will work on each production stage?

Feedback system: how are you going to leave your comments in the 
working process. What do you need to do while your video is being 
created?

You will get the answers to the main questions:

This step-by-step guide is our precious instruction that will show you how 
do we create animated videos in Darvideo Animation Studio
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We know what is the key difference between choosing the studio over a 
freelancer creator. And do you? You do not need to be worried, the process 
is working as a clock even without you being in touch with us all the time. 
Here are a few rules that will help you to feel comfortable and in control 
during the production process. 

We are convinced that by leaving your comments on each 
stage you could help us to make the final result twice as 
better!

In case there is a person who knows everything, about 
your project at least, that’s definitely a Project Manager.

The schedule that we create for each project would be a 
lighthouse for you the day after, two days after, or a week 
after the project starts.

That means that Illustrations and a Voiceover, for example, 
might be carried in one time, which gives you an opportu-
nity to receive your animated video quicker.

You have 2 Revision rounds after each step

You will receive a precise project schedule that would 
be followed

The project manager will lead you during the whole 
production process

Some of the stages might be carried simultaneously

THE LIFE CIRCLE OF 1 ANIMATION
IN DARVIDEO ANIMATION STUDIO
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WORKFLOW

That’s the optimal workflow that requires up to 2 days of feedback from 
you on each production step.

Even though, in-time comments regarding the project updates are not 
the thing that we can affect. Sometimes it takes much longer. Still, we can 
show you the workflow that could last an eternity. So, in-time feedback or 
eternity? What pill will you take?
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Clearly working system — is our added value. You will feel the dif-
ference from the first day working with us. Still, the optimal work-
ing process on each project requires in-time feedback from the 
client. Here is why.

Comment from our CEO Yuriy, 
so your project could be ready in time

“
”
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PROJECT STAGES

Let`s dive in! Here are the 3 main stages of each project: script, illustra-
tions, and animation.

Of course, if it was that easy, there won’t be any guide here. We have small 
steps in each stage as well. Follow us on a step-by-step journey into each 
stage and find out how your future video would be created.

1

2

3

Script

Style

Storyboard

Voice OverIllustrations

Animation

Record

Choose

Ta dam!

sfx
voice
music
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 what is your desired video length

 the language used In the video

 your product or service

 key point that need to be mentioned in the video

 estimated mood for your video

 your target audience for this video

 a reference for your video that you like

PREP STEP 2 STEP 3 STEP 4 STEP 5 STEP 6STEP 1 STEP 2

LAUNCHING OF THE PROJECT 

What is this step about?
At this stage, you will be working with your Producer first, who will gather 
the key information about your product/service/idea for the project.

That includes a clear explanation of:

Please note that it is important to provide the information about 
your project in a clear way, but not in a detailed way. Writing every-
thing you know about the project Is just unuseful. Thus, please, be 
precise. The thing is that the clearer you answer the questions — 
the more accurate message we get in the video.

Comment from our Producer Marichka 
to get the Better Project Result

“
”
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What would be 
done after this step?

PREP STEP 2 STEP 3 STEP 4 STEP 5 STEP 6STEP 1 STEP 2

Great! Now we got the info that we call a Project Card, and that is the 
main information that will be the basis for the next stage — scenario. 

Now, that’s high time to gather your Project Team and that’s where the 
Project Manager comes out. 

Your Project Manager will be the one who is in charge of your project at 
all stages starting from this point. PM is creating a Project Team, choosing 
a scriptwriter, an illustrator, as well an animator or motion designer, and 
other talents who will work on your project at some stages. So, you all are 
in one boat now, you are having an Intro call together and the process is 
getting started.

Professionals working 
on this stage

Producer and Project Manager 
joined the chat

Hi! I’m your Producer and I’m 
gonna help you to get started

And I’m your Project manager.  
I will be with you at all stages!

Your Project Card is created

The team for your project is 
gathered

The schedule of the project 
is created

8
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At this stage, our Scriptwriter, who generates ideas with the speed of the 
light will write a killing scenario for your video using the information you 
provided in a Project Card combined with his creative vision.

There could be a bad movie with a good scenario, but you will never find 
a great movie with a bad script — that’s what our scriptwriter Nikita 
mentioned in his interview and we totally agree.

What is this step about?

PREP STEP 2STEP 1 STEP 3 STEP 4 STEP 5 STEP 6

WRITING A SCRIPT
FOR YOUR ANIMATED VIDEO

We always ask our clients to mark the key points about their 
product/service/idea for the video. However, sometimes those 
sounds like just a bunch of loud sentences. Please, be precise and 
specific. Highlight your benefits and advantages.

Comment from our Scriptwriter Nik on 
how to help us make a working scenario

“
”

1-2 days

How long
will that step take?

Scriptwriter joined the chat

Working on a mind blowing 
scenario for your video!

Professionals working 
on this stage

9



10

PREP STEP 2STEP 1 STEP 3 STEP 4 STEP 5 STEP 6

How does a Scenario look like?

Scene Voice over Action Visual

1
One day, without 
warning or appar-
ent cause,

An empty star sky in the frame. We 
pan down, a beautiful blue planet 
comes to the frame. It’s Earth.

2
all of humanity’s 
artificial satellites

The Earth is in the frame. Satellites 
surrounds it, overcrowding the 
space.

3
suddenly disappear. All satellites disappear at once, with 

a cartoon-style puff cloud.

4

The first to under-
stand the  situation 
are

We quickly dive through the clouds 
to the Earth, to  the biggest conti-
nent and trap to a governmental  
space control room.

5
a handful of gov-
ernment and  com-
mercial operators.

Operators sit there, on the biggest 
screen an alarm  “signal missed” is 
blinking.

What will you get 
after this step?

You get a Scenario that includes 
the exact number of scenes in 
your video, a voice-over text — 
the text for each scene, how it will 
sound, and the visual references 
explanations.

2 days
for your feedback

Revision stage — getting 
a feedback from you
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Here comes the stage where we transform words into visuals. 
What is Storyboard anyways?

The Storyboard is literally the visualization of the scenario provided. Please, 
note that Storyboard is not equal to the illustrations that will be in the final 
video. The storyboard is a between-stage-approach to help you under-
stand how the scenario would be transferred into the visual part.

CREATING A STORYBOARD
FOR YOUR ANIMATED VIDEO

PREP STEP 2 STEP 3 STEP 4 STEP 5 STEP 6STEP 1

The Storyboard artist is going to create black and white sketches for 
each scene of your future video.

Storyboard artists use Photoshop to draw the Storyboard by hand — 
that makes the images look special and stylistically unique.

The Storyboard Artists always pay attention to the reference that you 
provided us with.

What is this step about?

Storyboard sketch scene Final illustration

How does a Storyboard look like?

11
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PREP STEP 2 STEP 3 STEP 4 STEP 5 STEP 6STEP 1

2-3 days

2 days

How long
will that step take?

Professionals working 
on this stage

Let’s rock and roll this storyboard!

What will you get 
after this step?

You got the link for the pack 
of frames for your future video, 
where each one includes a black 
and white sketch with voice-over 
text. Yeah, a Storyboard.  

Storyboard Artist  joined the chat

To make your project move faster and do not get bogged down 
in endless reviews, please note that too many edits in Storyboard 
itself might be just unuseful. As those are not the style and imag-
es that will be in the final video, but just an approach to show you 
what would be shown and told at each frame. The Storyboard is 
an approach that we choose to show the mood, the composition, 
and approximate characters and perspective BEFORE the future 
illustrations.

Comment from our Project manager Max

“
”

for your feedback

Revision stage — getting 
a feedback from you

12
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While creating a Style Frame we pay attention to the Reference that 
you have provided us with, as well as brand materials (logo, fonts, and 
brand colors), and the mood of the video.

The Style Frame is a fully-ready illustration, that would be used in a 
final video and will represent the general stylistic for the whole video.

The Style and Illustration stage is the most creative one, as we start visu-
alizing stuff. And here is the first step here.

CHOOSING THE STYLE.
STYLE FRAME

PREP STEP 2 STEP 3 STEP 4 STEP 5 STEP 6STEP 1 STEP 2

What is this step about?

Wondering what a Style Frame is? Got ya. We choose one frame 
from the Storyboard and make it fully completed in color. Adding 
shapes, liven characters, choosing the color pallete. That will help 
us to come up with the best style that you will be satisfied with in 
the end. 

Comment from our Illustrator Sasha 
for a clear view

“
”

2 days

What will you get 
after this step?

You receive the Style Frame.

for your feedback

Revision stage — getting 
a feedback from you
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PREP STEP 2 STEP 3 STEP 4 STEP 5 STEP 6STEP 1 STEP 2

How does a Style Frame look like?

2-4 days

How long
will that step take?

Professionals working 
on this stage

You will receive 2 variants of the Style Frame, that differs with it’s stilistic, 
colors and characters.

1

2

Illustrator joined the chat

Let’s get some visuals finally!

14
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Now it’s time to bring your story to life with the help of magic visual lan-
guage, that our Illustrators speak as native.

PREP STEP 2 STEP 4STEP 3 STEP 5 STEP 6STEP 1 STEP 2

What is this step about?

2 days

What will you get 
after this step?

We will send you the link for the 
whole pack of illustrations for your 
future video for your feedback

Revision stage — getting 
a feedback from you

CREATING  ILLUSTRATIONS   

When you are totally satisfied with the style, our artists draw the 
whole pack of Illustrations — all characters, backgrounds, and ele-
ments of each frame.

All of the illustrations are being created in vector in Adobe Illustrator.

From 4 to 10 days*

How long
will that step take?

Professionals working 
on this stage

Illustrator is still in the chat

Working on illustrations for 
your future video ;)

*depends on the 
number and difficulty 
of illustrations

15
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We all know that a success of a final video depends on a tandem of what 
a viewer sees and hears, to make his senses speak for him. Hitting it to the 
Voiceover part.

PREP STEP 2 STEP 5STEP 3 STEP 4 STEP 6STEP 1 STEP 2

What is this step about?

VOICEOVER

At this stage, we offer you a bunch of variants of the voices, that 
could fit your video in the best way and ask you to choose one. Then 
we would record it.

This step usually can be done simultaneously with the Illustrations 
step.

Now your video got its special voice. The one that speaks for your 
brand.

2 days

What will you get 
after this step?

Now your video got its special 
voice. The one that speaks for your 
brand. for your feedback

Revision stage — getting 
a feedback from you
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PREP STEP 2 STEP 5STEP 3 STEP 4 STEP 6STEP 1 STEP 2

2-3 days

How long
will that step take?

Professionals working 
on this stage

Voiceover Talent joined the chat

Voiceover wanted? I’m ready to 
record!

When the voice doesn’t sound right, it won’t resonate with the 
target audience, and probably you simply can’t create a feeling 
of trust between you and the audience. Consider a simple notion 
that the voice of your brand is the soul of your brand. What is your 
brand about? How does it sound in your head? 

Comment from our Voiceover talent Tim

“
”

17
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All the preparations are finally done and magic could happen now. 

PREP STEP 2 STEP 6STEP 3 STEP 4 STEP 5STEP 1 STEP 2

What is this step about?
Animators liven all characters and graphics, compose video and 
soundtrack.

Animators use program packages of After Effect, Animate, or Moho to 
create a professionally-looking animation.

Soundman is adding the sound design and choosing the most appro-
priate background music.

ANIMATION & SFX

2 days

What will you get 
after this step?

You will receive the whole ani-
mated video with the sound part 
completed as well. for your feedback

Revision stage — getting 
a feedback from you

5-10 days

How long
will that step take?

Professionals working 
on this stage

Animator/Motion designer 
joined the chat

Let’s make those pics alive!

18
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In case you have finished reading till this part:

a) You can create your own animation studio:)

b) We grant you a 100$ coupon for your 
     animated video!

All materials were finally provided by our studio — 
the project is DONE! 

*Send the screenshot  
of the coupon to our e-mail 

or contact us by phone: 

studio@darvideo.tv

US +1 646 781 7298

UK +44 20 3129 0631

UA +38 050 130 7478

https://www.youtube.com/user/DarvideoStudio
https://www.behance.net/darvideostudio
https://ua.linkedin.com/company/darvideo
https://www.facebook.com/darvideo.tv
https://www.instagram.com/darvideo_inspo/
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Script or Scenario — a document, that includes the exact number of 
scenes in your video, a voice-over text - the text for each scene, how it will 
sound, and the visual references explanations. 

Voiceover or Copy write — is the text that will be narrated in each scene 
of your video. Voiceover is the part of the Script.

Storyboard — that is an approximate visualization of the scenario provid-
ed. Those are black and white sketches for each scene of your future video, 
which are not equal to Illustrations. A storyboard is a before-illustrations 
approach that we use to show the mood, the composition, and approxi-
mate characters and perspective of each scene.

Style Frame — is a fully-ready illustration, that would be used in a final  
video and represent the general stylistic for the whole video.

Project manager — the key person for you during the whole production 
process of your animated video. He is fully informed about all of the details 
of your video production process and will lead you from one stage to an-
other.

Now you know much more about the production process in Darvideo Ani-
mation Studio. Here is a  quick word-check for you.

Dictionary


